Sderot - Facts and figures
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The story of Sderot is best told in facts and figures. The following information is culled from a
variety of sources, including the Israel Office of Foreign Affairs, the Jerusalem Post, Yediot
Achronot, Haaretz, the Sderot Information Center for the Western Negev, Ltd., and The Israel
Project, an international non-profit organization that provides information about Israel to

journalists.

M More than 4,000 Kassam rockets have been fired from Gaza into Israel since Israel’s
withdrawal in August 2005.

9 Over 2,300 Hamas missiles and mortars were launched towards Israel from Gaza in 2007.

9 Inthe first three weeks of 2008, over 430 Kassam missiles and mortars were launched
towards Sderot, the Western Negev and Ashkelon. On Jan. 15 alone, 30 Kassam rockets
were fired from the Gaza Strip at Sderot - injuring 25.

9 More than 250,000 Israelis now live under the threat of Hamas Kassam missiles and
rockets, including the citizens of Sderot, Ashkelon, Netivot and 20 kibbutzim and
moshavim.

9 13 people have been killed by rocket and mortar fire from Gaza. More than 300 have
been injured.

9 Sderot residents have 15 seconds to run for cover from the time a Hamas rocket is
launched and the air raid siren sounds, until the rocket hits and explodes.

9  When an air raid siren sounds, Israeli children are trained to run for cover... then count
backwards from 10 and then start singing, in order to drown out the sound of the
explosion.

9 752 homes in Sderot have no shelter or safe room.

97 percent of missiles launched from Gaza hit Israel’s civilian population.

9 28 percent of Sderot’s residents suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder; 74 percent of
children aged 7 - 12 suffer from anxiety due to the ongoing rocket attacks, according to a
recent study by Natal, the Israel Trauma Center for Victims of Terror and War.

9 OnJan. 3, a Grad-type Katyusha rocket fired from Gaza fell in the northern part of the city
of Ashkelon - the longest range achieved so far by Hamas rockets. The rocket was made
in Iran and smuggled in through Egypt.

1 OnJan. 14, two tons of explosive material were found during a check of a humanitarian

aid delivery at the Kerem Shalom goods terminal from Israel into the Gaza Strip. It was
the second time within a week that inspectors at the terminal discovered a dual-purpose
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substance under the cover of humanitarian aid shipments to the Gaza Strip.

An estimated 80 tons of explosives were smuggled into the Gaza Strip this year. Since the
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, more than 130 tons of explosives have been
smuggled into Gaza.

At 7:50 a.m. on Sept. 3, when thousands of children were on their way to school, Kassam
rockets were fired at Sderot. One landed in a courtyard between a day care center and an
elementary school. Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility - calling the rockets “a
gift for the opening of the school year.”

Israel never cut off electricity to the Gaza Strip. Gaza residents continue to receive nearly
three-quarters of their regular electricity supply from Israel.

Israel reduced fuel shipments to Gaza on Jan. 20, after Hamas fired more than 220
Kassam rockets into its cities. In protest, the Hamas government shut down the only
power plan in Gaza and subsequently blamed Israel for the electricity blackouts in
northern Gaza.

On Jan. 24, the United Nations Human Rights Council, meeting in a special session in
Geneva, adopted a resolution condemning Israel for its actions to defend its citizens
against Hamas terrorists. Out of the 30 member states (the U.S. is not a member of the
council), 15 states abstained. Only Canada voted against the resolution.

On June 19th, an agreement was reached between Israel and the Palestinian movements
in Gaza, for a cease-fire. In Gaza only. In the West Bank, the “targeted killings” continue.
While the agreement is still intact and the rockets have ceased, some fear the “peace” is
enabling Hamas to re-arm themselves.

God loves the people of Sderot!






